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February 8,2009

Dear Monsignor Doussan and Members of St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish,

I am happy to be able to celebrate with you today the dedication of your beautifully restored church. It
is a time of great rejoicing not only for you but for the whole archdiocese, because you are a witness that
“nothing is impossible with God.”

I realize that you have been on a long, difficult journey these past three and half years since the flood
waters of Katrina devastated your homes, your community and your parish. You have shown remarkable
faith and resiliency in rebuilding your homes and your parish and in working toward the restoration of
your neighborhood community.

I'want to commend your pastor, parish staff and your parish leaders who have made all this possible. I am
amazed that you have revived most of your pre-Katrina parish ministries and now have over 50% of your
congregation active in one or more of these 37 ministries. This is a sign of your dedication to Christ,

the church and your parish. It is equally remarkable that over 60% of your previous congregation has
returned and that your financial offerings in support of your parish are averaging over $8,000 per week.
Thanks be to God! Thanks be to you. Thanks be to our Archdiocesan Building Office, Finance Office and
Insurance Office who have been strongly supportive of your efforts.

Your participation in the faith based community organizations, All Congregations Together (ACT) and
Pontilly, has enabled them to exercise extraordinary leadership in working with city officials to renew
your neighborhood community. I commend you and them.

My prayer is that your parish will continue to grow and prosper. I pray that the rest of your fellow parish-
ioners who want to return will be able to do so in the near future. I pray, as more resources become avail-
able, that you will be able to restore your parish hall and administration building. May your congregation
continue to grow in every way: in numbers, in faith and in love.

This is indeed a time for great rejoicing. I rejoice with you and asssure you of my continuing support as
you continue to be that expression of Church God calls us to be.

Sincerely in the Lord,

st

Most Reverend Alfred C. Hughes
Archbishop of New Orleans



ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL CHURCH

4700 PINEDA ST.
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70126

February 8,2009

Dear Beloved Parishioners of St. Gabriel,

It is with great joy that we celebrate the dedication of our restored church today. You have been
extraordinary witnesses to us throughout these past 3 1/2 years since Katrina’s destruction of your
homes, our parish facilities and our neighborhood community.

We recall with astonishment the words we heard from so many of you immediately after this tragedy:
“We lost everything, but we feel so blessed!” Your faith, your ability to endure, your determination to
return and rebuild, your trust in God’s presence and grace during this time of such great disappointment

and struggle have been nothing short of miraculous. You have actually grown in faith, love and dedication
through this tragic ordeal.

We are proud to see our church restored with such beauty and improved in so many ways: a new altar
and ambo, a new immersion Baptismal Font, a new sanctuary, new choir risers, an entirely new floor,
a new carefully designed reconciliation room, a new and brighter lighting system and a new more

efficient sound system. As so many of you have said about your rebuilt homes, our church is more
beautiful than it was before Katrina.

We know that some of our parishioners who want to return have not yet been able to do so. We want to
assure you that you are constantly in our prayers. We will do everything we can to help make your return
possible. We are also pleased that the restoration of our parish hall and administration building is well on
the way. We will have another celebration when that task is finally accomplished.

We have to express our gratitude to all those who have helped in the recovery of St. Gabriel Parish:

the more than 2500 volunteers from parishes, high schools, colleges and organizations, mostly from out
of state, who have helped rebuild the homes of our parishioners and reconstruct our parish facilities and
the countless parishes, religious communities, schools, organizations and individuals, mostly but not
entirely, from out of state, whose generous financial support has totaled approximately $800,000.

We particularly want to thank the pastor, Fr. Tom Ranzino, and the parishioners of St. Jean Vianney Parish
in Baton Rouge who, immediately after Katrina, cleaned out our entire parish plant and made it possible
for us to celebrate the Eucharist in our church within 3 months of the devastation. We are grateful to the
archbishop for his support and to the Building Office, Finance Office and Insurance Office of the
archdiocese for their generous assistance. We gratefully acknowledge the work of our architects of
Fauntleroy & Latham and our contractor, Mike Stallings, our contractor consultant, Scott Simoneausx,
and our liturgical consultans, Marchita Mauck and Fr. Tom Ranzino. We know that God’s loving
providence will continue to support and guide us in the future.

In the peace and love of Christ,

In Dong— A Katlon (Pitin, 059-

Rev. Douglas A. Doussan, Pastor Sr. Kathleen Pittman, C.S.J., Pastoral Associate






